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About Doreen
Doreen Blumlein Walker (1908–1989) Doreen Lane was born on 24 May 1908 in Penzance, Cornwall, into 
a close-knit Cornish family that gave her a grounding in resilience and independence. 

After schooling locally, she moved in London circles where, in the early 1930s, she met the young 
engineer Alan Dower Blumlein at a gathering arranged by mutual acquaintances. Their courtship was 
distinctive: Alan, already a licensed pilot, took her aloft in a Gipsy Moth biplane from Stag Lane before 
landing at Radlett for tea, a mixture of daring and charm that reflected their partnership.

On 22 April 1933 they married in her hometown of Penzance. Establishing themselves in West Ealing, the 
couple welcomed two sons, Simon and David. Home life was secure and affectionate even as Alan’s career 
at EMI consumed him with pioneering work in stereo sound, television transmission, and radar research. 
Doreen’s role was one of stability—managing the household through the turbulence of the 1930s and the 
outbreak of war, enduring air raids and rationing, and supporting Alan’s professional dedication.

Tragedy came on 7 June 1942, when Alan was killed in the crash of Halifax V9977 during secret H2S radar 
trials. Because of wartime secrecy, the event passed without public acknowledgement. Doreen bore the 
shock with quiet courage, arranging a discreet memorial at Hayes Parish Church and returning with her 
children to Cornwall. 

She took charge of her family’s finances, securing pensions and establishing a trust for her sons. She also 
assumed legal responsibility for Alan’s intellectual property, filing and prosecuting patents in her own 
name—early documents show her as “Doreen Blumlein, executrix,” later as “Doreen Walker” after 
remarriage.

In February 1944, aged 35, she married Captain Donald James Beaumont Walker, Royal Artillery, at Gulval, 
near Penzance. Though she embraced a new chapter, Doreen remained determined to preserve 
Blumlein’s legacy. For decades she ensured his contributions were remembered, participating in 
commemorations and cooperating with researchers. 

In 1977 she attended the unveiling of a Greater London Council blue plaque at the Blumlein family home 
in Ealing. In interviews during the 1980s she offered vivid recollections of her husband’s character and 
innovations, helping shape the historical record.

Doreen died in December 1989 in Ealing, aged 81. Her life bridged personal tragedy and resilience, 
wartime secrecy and postwar remembrance. As both partner and protector of one of Britain’s greatest 
engineers, she preserved not only her family’s continuity but also the recognition due to a man whose 
inventions reshaped modern sound and vision.


