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Henry Arthur Maish “Ham” Clark, B.Sc.(Eng), A.M.L.E.E. (1906-1963) was a pioneering British engineer
whose work at the forefront of audio, broadcast, and radar technology helped shape the evolution of
modern sound recording and reproduction.

Born on 29 August 1906, Clark graduated from Northampton Engineering College, earning his B.Sc. in
engineering in 1927 and going on to gain associate and later member status in the Institution of Electrical
Engineers. His long-standing passion for amateur radio—licensed from 1926—earned him the nickname
“Ham” Clark, derived from both his initials (H.A.M.) and his hobby.

In 1928, Clark joined the Columbia Graphophone Company, initially working on the engineering aspects
of electrical recording. The following year, he became Alan Dower Blumlein’s chief collaborator in
designing a new electrical recording system to bypass costly Western Electric patents. Alongside Herbert
Holman, Clark focused on replacing earlier moving-iron devices with moving-coil microphones and cutter
heads, targeting the reduction of non-linear distortion. His meticulous field-flux calculations and
engineering foresight led to the adoption of a double-coil damping system in the Columbia cutter, an
innovation that dramatically improved efficiency and fidelity.

When Columbia merged with The Gramophone Company in 1931 to form EMI, Clark joined the research
department at Hayes. There, he expanded his expertise beyond recording, working in 1934 on the design
of the television sound channel for the BBC's Alexandra Palace broadcasts. In 1938, he adapted
stereophonic recording techniques for aircraft location systems, engineering equipment later deployed
by the Services early in World War Il. During the war, he contributed to the development of both airborne
and naval radar systems.

After 1945, Clark led EMI projects in high-powered video transmitters, and in 1953 he joined the
company'’s record division, later becoming technical director of the Records and International Division. He
remained deeply engaged with stereo innovation, co-authoring the influential 1957 IEE paper “The
Stereosonic Recording and Reproduction System”, which directly built upon Blumlein’s earlier inventions
and set standards for binaural audio reproduction.

Outside his professional life, Clark was a keen yachtsman and an active figure in the engineering
community, serving on the Radio and Telecommunication Section Committee from 1956 to 1958.

He died on 14 February 1963, aged 56. Though often overshadowed by more famous contemporaries,
Clark’s blend of mathematical precision, inventive design, and collaborative spirit made him one of the
quiet architects of 20th-century sound and broadcast engineering, influencing the way the world hears

Kand records music to this day. /




