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About Janie
Janie Rayne (née Blackburn), born in November 1937, was the daughter of 
renowned aviation pioneer Robert Blackburn and Phyllis Margaret Kirton. Raised 
with an appreciation for both innovation and the arts, she carved out a 
distinguished path of her own—becoming an influential figure in the worlds of 
theatre, photography, and cultural advocacy. Her deep ties to her heritage never 
waned, and in July 2019 she proudly unveiled a commemorative plaque 
honouring the rich legacy of aviation innovation in Humberside and the 
achievements of her father.

Professionally, Janie Rayne was a highly respected international theatrical 
producer and a devoted supporter of the English stage. Her work reflected a deep 
commitment to artistic excellence and cross-cultural dialogue, contributing 
meaningfully to global theatre. In parallel, she also enjoyed a successful career as 
a professional photographer, widely recognised for her keen eye and artistic 
sensitivity. Her multifaceted career was underpinned by a dedication to truth and 
justice, exemplified by her role as a Trustee of the International Tribunal for Natural 
Justice.

Janie Rayne’s life was defined by a rare blend of creativity, heritage, and public 
service. Her contributions to the arts and human rights earned her lasting respect 
across multiple fields. 

She passed away peacefully on 18 May 2022 at the age of 84, surrounded by 
family and friends, leaving behind a legacy of artistic passion, civic responsibility, 
and deep personal integrity.


